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North America's eastern half, roughly from the Midwest to the Atlantic, was once a great deciduous

forest. Although centuries of human intervention have cleared much of the land, the timeless forest

remains in the spirit of the place. Today, even the shortest period of human neglect allows for the

resurgence of the process of forest creation. The greatest gardens --- and happiest gardeners --- in

this area will be those that take into account the nature of the land.In his unique, and often

thought-provoking new book, award-winning author Darke promotes and stunningly illustrates a

garden aesthetic based on the strengths and opportunities of the woodland, including play of light,

sound, and scent; seasonal drama; and the architectural interest of woody plants. While written from

a compelling and fresh perspective, The American Woodland Garden never strays from the realistic

concerns of the everyday gardener. Information on planting, soils, and maintenance provides a firm

foundation for horticultural accomplishment. An alphabetical list of woodland plants offers useful

advice for every garden, emphasizing native trees, shrubs, vines, ferns, grasses, sedges, and

flowering perennials that fit the forest aesthetic. More than 700 of the author's stunning photographs

show both the natural palette of plants in the wild and the effects that can be achieved with them in

garden settings. Many of the most striking photos in the book were taken at classic gardens that are

paragons of an ecological style. The American Woodland Garden is a clarion call to a new

awareness of our relationship to the natural world. This book will take its rightful place among the

classic works that have influenced our concept of the American landscape.
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The American Woodland Garden: Capturing the Spirit of the Deciduous Forest. Rick DarkeThis is

one of the most powerful books about our natural world that I have read in a long time. When I

picked it up I expected nothing more that a pleasant read and some attractive photographs. This

book contains far more. The author manages to combine science-based knowledge of forest

ecology with the eye of the artist and the insight of a philosopher. I haven't enjoyed a tree or garden

book in years and I don't even live on that side of the continent.More than half the population of the

U.S. lives on land that used to be one vast deciduous forest. Only a patchwork of remnants remains.

Rick Darke, author of "The American Woodland Garden" has attempted the difficult task of writing

and photographing a portrait of this forest and offering a guide for those who consider creating a

woodland garden both for beauty and for their conservation value.The photographs alone make this

book a worthwhile purchase, especially those of the photographic study of one stretch of Red Clay

Creek in Pennsylvania. The author portrays, in photographs and notes, the natural patterns and

processes of this tiny section of creek that he passed daily on his way to work. He writes "What

began as a simple exercise in observation has proved to be one of the most essential elements in

my education as a gardener." The resulting series of photographs is both simple and profound. Most

of us know little stream beds like this; often we pass them routinely in our day-to-day commuting.

We seldom pause to record the details - a flower is in bloom, a branch has fallen, the way one tree's

foliage complements another.
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